Community at Barnfields Primary School
At Barnfields, we actively encourage the children to establish a sense of themselves within their local/wider community by developing the emotional understanding necessary
in order to experience positive relationships and a respect of themselves and each other. Throughout our curriculum, we aim to promote an understanding of our local
community and this is frequently used to inspire children by drawing upon the rich resources in Staffordshire. Local history is valued and studied, along with other heritage,
geographical and business links. We explore how our school community, local community and wider community are important to us and the contributions that they make to
our lives. We believe in the power of the parent/family participation and the school community to change and enhance lives.

The curriculum in EYFS enables the children to build their sense of community by providing them with the opportunity to learn about their immediate and wider family and community, and their past and present experiences in their own lives. They are encouraged to think carefully about their individuality and to observe
similarities and differences of the people in their family and their community. Children get to know their neighbourhood of Wildwood and the surrounding area,
providing them with new and real experiences. Staff build upon the children’s interests by the visits they arrange, as well as helping them to learn about people and
places. Parents play a pivotal role in their children's development and this valued partnership commitment is built upon throughout the child’s time at the school.

During their time in KS1, children continue to build upon their sense of identity and community as the curriculum utilises features within
the local and surrounding area, building experiences that enable the children to develop their knowledge and skills in a range of subject
areas. By drawing upon and visiting some of these local resources, they obtain a sense of pride in where they live. They begin to
understand how and why their local community has developed in the way that it has and why it is so unique. This enables them to then
develop a greater understanding of the global community and the wider world.

As children progress into KS2, they continue to build upon their understanding of their community through examining how their locality
was involved in, responded to and was affected by regional, national and international events. They develop an appreciation of why the
area in which they live is worth knowing about as they make further use of the vast resources that Staffordshire has to offer. Across the
curriculum, local study is valued as this enables the children to develop a greater sense of the national and global scene. There is a
continuing promotion of cultural awareness and diversity is embraced and celebrated.

Throughout upper KS2, the children have a strong awareness of their community and locality, of who they are and where they fit in the world. The
curriculum ensures that our children become involved in their community and develop partnerships with local people, businesses and community
groups. Learning opportunities enable the children to investigate the impact of important local individuals, both past and present, who have had
an impact on the community and/or the wider world. Real-life contexts are used, such as developing environmental awareness, to ensure that topics studied are engaging, inspiring and relatable to the child who will contribute to the 21st century.

