Autumn Term Newsletter - Issue 1

Our School Values: Reflection, Respect, Positivity, Responsibility, Resilience.

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents/Carers and Children
Now that our new communication system is finally working, we are able to send out our Barnfields’
Bulletin once again. We wanted to share so much with you during the last half term and celebrate all
the fantastic learning and extra curricular activities that happen here at Barnfields.
Our children amaze us everyday with their fantastic attitude to learning, their excellent behaviours and
their enthusiasm for everything that happens at school. The children settled so well back into the
routines, and the work in their books and knowledge about what they are learning always impresses me
but this year they have managed to exceed what we saw last year.
There have been so many different activities, visits, trips and exciting events over the last half term and
we can’t mention them all in here otherwise the document would be too large to send to you all. However, we have tried to include a snap-shot of many of them through the pages of this week’s bulletin.
The term started with our amazing PTFA organising a first for Barnfields (and I would think the majority
of schools) when they organised the circus to visit. It was an incredibly exciting and successful day and I
would like to thank all the volunteers of our PTFA for their vision and enthusiasm in organising such
exciting events for the children here at Barnfields. They all work full-time and yet find the time to organise and stage all of our events ‘#doingitforthekids’. They have some brilliant new events happening on
the run up to Christmas and many are already nearly full, so please see their Facebook page and
WhatsApp group for more information.
Our assemblies over the last half term have focused on our school value of RESPECT. Mrs Darlington and
I have spoken to the children about what this means in school and how they can show respect in all
their actions and words. We have been able to welcome Mr Bales back in to school ( youth worker for
the church) who has also entertained the children with his unique delivery of some very important messages. This term we will be focusing on the very important topic of SAFETY and we will be delivering
messages on how the children can help to keep themselves and others safe in a wide variety of situations. Our class Health and Safety reps are busy compiling lists of areas for improvement in their classrooms, cloakrooms and playgrounds and are even keeping a very close eye on their teacher’s desks to
ensure they are neat, tidy and safe!
We are very excited to hold our open mornings and afternoons for our prospective parents for
Reception 2023. These will take place on Thursday 10th November and Thursday 24th November at
9:30am and 1:30pm. If you have a child who is ready to start school in September 2023, or have family
members or friends who have children of this age, please let them know and book a place by contacting
the school reception on 01785337320.
We are really looking forward to a very exciting second half term full of great learning, exciting extra
curricular opportunities and of course, the build up to Christmas.
Have a great weekend and we look forward to inviting you all into school very soon to celebrate all the
amazing things your children are doing .
Mr Ball

YR4 VISIT TO DEVA MUSEUM

YR3 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Yr4 recently had an exciting day out at the Deva

Last half term, our Yr3 children had an exciting day Cannock

Roman Discovery Centre. As part of their unit of work

Chase. They took part in a range of outdoor activities,

based on the Romans, they spent the day learning

including den building activities, fire lighting and archery.

about what life was like in the Fortress of Deva, nearly
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2000 years ago.

DIARY DATES

POPPY APPEAL

DATE

EVENT

Poppies are now on sale at

08.11.2022

Individual School Photos

school.

08.11.2022 (2JM)

Yr2 visit Ancient High House

We are also selling other British Legion items,
such as wristbands.

10.11.2022 (2ZM)

These are limited in supply and will be sold on

10.11.2022

Reception 2023 Open Day

14.11.2022

Odd Socks Day—all children

15.11.2022

Reception Curriculum Evening

21.11.2022

School Immunisations

We currently have a vacancy for a

PTFA Silent Disco: Reception,

lunchtime supervisor. If you are interested

Year 1 and Year 2

in the position, please contact the school

22.11.2022

a first come, first serve basis.

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISOR VACANCY

office for an application form.

23.11.2022

PTFA Silent Disco: KS2

24.11.2022

Reception 2023 Open Day

01.12.2022 and 02.12.2022

PTFA Christmas Shop

Our lost property box is full already, with

06.12.2022 and 07.12.2022

Breakfast with Santa: Reception

many items that are brand new.

and KS1 only
08.12.2022

Christmas Lunch

W/C 12.12.2022

Reception and Yr2 Nativity

(more information to follow)

Performances

15.12.2022

PTFA Bags to School Event

LOST PROPERTY

It is very easy for pupils’ clothes, bags and
lunch boxes to get mixed up. Please avoid
this by clearly marking your child’s belongings
with their full names so they can be returned
as soon as possible.
Thank you for your support.

CURRICULUM AT BARNFIELDS

We are always striving to ensure that we offer the best education for our children. Over the past few years, we have
invested greatly in our curriculum offer. Staff at Barnfields are passionate about ensuring that the planning and
teaching of each subject remains ‘true to discipline’ and is of high quality. Knowledge and skills (knowledge-engaged)
are two core components of our curriculum design, enabling learners to build upon what they have learnt. We ensure
that our lessons are progressive, coherent and ambitious for all learners.
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Our website contains a wealth of information about our curriculum intention, curriculum design and content taught in
each year group. Each subject area also has its own webpage, which contains each subject Road Map, Subject Rationale
and Progression Grid. If you would like to see what your children are learning, please take a look at these very useful
documents. Below are snippets from our Geography Curriculum materials.

Geography
Road Map

Geography
Knowledge
and
Progression

Grid

ATTENDANCE

Last half term, our SESAT Attendance and Absence Policy was sent out to parents and uploaded onto the school’s
website. The policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and guidance, including the recently published
‘Working Together to Improve School Attendance’, published by the Department for Education.
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This policy contains key information, such as attendance expectations, absence procedures and parental requests
for absence.
SESAT believes that in order to facilitate teaching and learning, good attendance is essential. Pupils cannot achieve
their full potential if they do not regularly attend school. Statistics show that there is a direct correlation between
high attendance and high attainment. Children make better all-round progress, settle into school routines and build
better friendships groups when they attend school.

The table represents the number of days and hours
that relate to the attendance percentage across the
whole academic year.
The target set by SESAT for all children is 96%
To read the policy in full, please follow the link
below:
SESAT Attendance and Absence Policy

SAFEGUARDING AT BARNFIELDS
Barnfields Primary School is committed to safeguarding
and promoting the welfare of all of our children. We
expect all staff, governors, parents and carers,
volunteers and visitors to share this commitment. We
have four fully trained designated safeguarding leads in
school. These are:
Mr Ball (Headteacher)
Mrs Darlington (Deputy Headteacher)
Mrs Davies (SENCO)
Mrs Walker (EYFS Leader)

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
Anti-Bullying Week takes place this
year from Monday 14th November
to Friday 19th November. The
week is organised by the AntiBullying Alliance and the theme
this year is ‘reach out’.
At Barnfields, we are inviting all children to wear odd
socks on Monday 14th November. This is a fun
opportunity for the children to express themselves and
celebrate their individuality and what makes them
unique.
During the week, the children will also have an assembly
based on the theme of ‘anti-bullying’ and a PSHE lesson.

BARNFIELDS’ TWITTER
We have an active Twitter account at
Barnfields. We regularly tweet
photographs of learning, events and
celebrations that we have in school.

Follow us @BarnfieldsPS

On Tuesday 8th November, Tempest
Photography are in school taking individual
photographs of the children. These will soon be
available for purchase.
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AUTUMN TERM 2022: LUNCH AT BARNFIELDS

OPEN DAY

PHASE LEADERS
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On Thursday 10th November and
Thursday 24th November, we will be
holding an open day for September 2023
admissions.
We are inviting new, prospective parents
to visit our wonderful school and to find
out more about our commitment to
providing an education where academic
excellence runs alongside sporting and
artistic excellence.
Please note, this is for prospective parents
only.

As always, it is really important that we communicate effectively with
you about your children. Therefore, if you have a query about your
child, the best person to initially contact is the class teacher. If you feel
you need to speak to someone more senior, please contact the phase
leaders.
The phase leaders know their departments well and share information
at Senior Leadership Meetings with Mr Ball and Mrs Darlington. Thank
you for your ongoing support.

EYFS (Reception) Phase Leader: Mrs Walker
KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2) Phase Leader: Mr Murday
LKS2 (Year 3 and Year 4) Phase Leader: Miss Nash
UKS2 (Year 5 and Year 6) Phase Leader: Mrs Turton

WEBSITE UPDATE
The year group pages on our school website have all been updated. These contain key information about your child’s
class (such as homework and PE days), the class timetable, along with any important events.
Our school website also contains a wealth of information about our curriculum offer, from the units of work that are
being studied to knowledge and skills progression documents for each subject.

OUR SCHOOL VISION AT BARNFIELDS
At Barnfields Primary School, our vision is driven by our school motto of 'Believe and
Achieve'.
Academic excellence runs alongside sporting and artistic excellence. The whole child is
nurtured as positive wellbeing is encouraged and supported, enabling them to
make outstanding progress across the curriculum. This learning is underpinned by strong
values that encourage and guide the children through the rest of their academic journey and
as citizens of the future.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
There are many ways to contact us!
WEBSITE: www.barnfields.staffs.sch.uk
TELEPHONE: 01785 337320
EMAIL: office@barnfields.staffs.sch.uk
Mr Ball: headteacher@barnfields.staffs.sch.uk
Mrs Darlington: deputy@barnfields.staffs.sch.uk
Mrs Davies (SENCO) senco_bp@barnfields.staffs.sch.uk

