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Expressive arts and design: the development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and
creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play
with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for
developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency,

repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they
hear, respond to and observe.
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Colour and Salt
Dough 

Antarctic
Paintings

Finding Circles 

Painting with
Natural

Materials

Shells
Observational

and Imaginative
Drawings 

collaging with
Wax Crayons 

Flora and Fauna 

Insect Hotels

Still Life
Compositions 
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Key areas of making:

Drawing

Painting

Sculpture

Collage
 

Spirals 

Watercolour 

Playful Making

Develop visual literacy
skills and become

familiar with shape
recognition by exploring

the environment.

Create still life
composition as a

response to paintings by
Cezanne.

Create drawings from 3D
real life objects. 

Explore colour through a
range of sensory

activities. 

Explore textures and
surfaces in the world by
creating wax rubbings. 

Create a mini world
for the bugs seen

around us.

Use watercolours
to create paintings

of Antarctic scenes. 

Explore colour using
shape, pattern and
line to transform
objects into new

forms.

Create collages of
minibeasts, exploring

how plants and animals
look.

EYFS

ELG 16: Creating with Materials
ELG 17: being imaginative and expressive 

 

The Foundations of the Art Curriculum in EYFS: Curriculum Progression


