
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries 
and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad 

selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and 
ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support 
understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.
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Look at the 
seasonal changes 
in Spring. Order 
the lifecycles of 

frogs and 
butterflies.

Explore our surroundings 
through a range of sensory 
activities. Name body parts 

and look at the growth 
stages in humans.

Explore changes we 
observe in Autumn and 
Winter. What happens 
to trees and animals? 

Explore the change of ice 
melting.
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Name and draw 
animals that live in 

the contrasting 
location of the 

Jungle.  Explore 
different animal 

footprints and skin 
patterns.

Name and draw the 
animals that live in 

the contrasting 
location of Antarctica. 
Look at the lifecycle of 

penguins.

Look at key features of a 
plant. Find out what a 
plant needs to grow. 

Grow a beanstalk and a 
Sunflower. 

Name and draw sea 
creatures. Label the parts 

of a fish.
Exploring materials that 

sink and float. 
Name and draw 

minibeasts and learn 
about their habitats. 

Make minibeast hotels.


